RESTRICTED

1.
Board considered following documents:

a. Existing Armour Young Officers' Course – ACTC Syllabus.
b. Suggestions made by the officers following the Young Officers' Course.

OBSERVATIONS

2.
The board observes that the present course curriculum of the Armour Young Officers' Course has to be amended which will be beneficial in upgrading the knowledge of the Young Officers of the Armoured Corps.

3.
The board observes that there should be a structural change to the YOs’ Course curriculum to incorporate the new trends in amour technology and tactics of modern armoured warfare.

4.
The board observes that the existing daily programme is not conducive enough to conduct training efficiently and that changes are required.

5.
The board observes that YOs’ course must provide avenues to discuss tank tactics based on actual scenarios both in local and international contexts to provide a better understanding of armour battles. 

6.
The board observes that there is a gap in the syllabus on the practical usage of sighting devices and communication devices.

7.
The board observes that the recreational facilities must be amended per the availability of resources in the training establishments. 

8.
The board observes that the existing number of periods does not suffice the course content with the proposed amendments, hence it is observed that the course duration must be extended as per the requirement. 

9.
The board observes that due to the marital status of the officers undergoing YOs’ course the present leave system is inappropriate.

10.
The board observes that the existing grading system of the course is irrelevant and too complex and observes that it should be amended.
RECOMMENDATIONS

11.
The board recommends that the existing syllabus should be amended in imparting the young officers with the technical and tactical knowledge as well as the regimentation and other aspects in moulding them to be cavalry officers with a higher standard.

12.
The board have thoroughly evaluated the existing syllabus, the suggestions made by the officers who are presently following the Young Officers’ Course as well as the syllabuses of the neighbouring countries in developing an appropriate syllabus which suits the Sri Lankan context.

13.
The board recommends increasing the number of periods from 954 to 1028 and increasing the course duration from 106 working days to 115 working days to accommodate the amendments proposed by the board.

14.
The board recommends allocating 10 days of leave excluding weekends, which is to be divided into two and provided after 35 days and 30 days of course duration. 

15.
The board recommends adopting a daily schedule as indicated in the revised block syllabus.

16.
The board recommends increasing the periods in the Tech phase by 29 periods to incorporate the following subject areas:

a. New trends in AFV automotive systems

b. Protection of AFVs

c. Modern trends in Tank weapon systems, sights and fire control systems

d. Night exercises on gunnery aspects

e. Modern information systems, digitisation and Network-centric battlefields.

17.
The board recommends increasing the periods in the Tac phase by 45 periods to incorporate the following subject areas:

a. Introduction to sand model briefing

b. Armour in Battle (Sri Lankan and World History) – Case studies discussions on sand model.

c. Duties of Troop Leader.

d. Ground Orientation.

e. Regimentation and Officering.

f. Training of Troops.

g. Final Presentation.

18.
The board recommends adopting the following grading system for the YOs’ course.

a.
85 - 100
-
(A)
Outstanding

b.
70 – 84.99
-
(B)
Above Average.

b.
60 - 69.99
-
(C)      Average.

c.
40 – 59.99
-
(D)
Pass

d.
00 - 39.99
-
(E) 
Fail.
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